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September Meeting 


Friday, September15—7:30 pm 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 

Lafayette, CA 


Meeting Program 

Gary Elliot, WA6KCB is coming 
to present the amateur radio club 
aboard the SS Red Oak Victory, 
NY6CI/K6YVM. 


V.E. Testing 
Prior to the meeting from 6-7 PM. 
Email Ron, K6XC, at rluttringer@ 


earthlink.net for more information. 
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President: ORM 


by Marty Heyman, W6MDH 


urmoil in the 
Bay Area! As 
J discussed at last 
meeting, many 
repeater owners 
got letters last 
month telling 
them to make 
adjustments to their power down 
between 11dB and 53dB. In pretty 
much all cases that means taking 

their 440 machines down below a 
milli-Watt. Jay Caldis (KT6Y ), our 
club station trustee, got a letter saying 
we needed to reduce our power by 
50dB from our original power output. 
It seems like a polite way of asking 
them to go off the 
air without actually 
saying so, but we 
can continue to 

put out signals at 
that low power 

level. MDARC has 
decided to keep our 
440 repeater up and 
running at this low 
level to protect our 
coordination and see 


what happens. 


A group from the 
Technical Committee went up the hill 
last week and did a bunch of things. 
Originally, we were going up to take 
yet another look at the cabinets and 


lain and Trevor check out 
the repeater equipment 


see what could be moved around 

and cleaned up. Jim Tittle (N6SOE) 
wanted to tweak the ATV gear. Iain 
McDonnell (K6IAM) wanted to get a 
feel for the equipment and learn about 
our setup, Trevor Hall (WA6JAU) and 
Trevor Raty (KG6MDW) worked 

on the 440 repeater. Jordan (the dog) 
and I played with the computer and 
the repeater controller. Iain helped 

me “crack the code” and we've not 

got a complete dump of the repeater 
controller’s contents, a major step in 
learning how to get it ready for the 2m 
voter(s). All in all it was a great trip up 
the hill. 


The Public Service opportunities 

continue. I'll be working the Bike 
- Against the 

Odds event mid- 
September. We 
use the 2m CCRA 
system here in 
Orinda and I can 
work my position 
with my little 1.5W 
HT on low power. 
‘This event is great 
fun for a good cause 
and puts amateur 
radio in front of a lot 
of active life-style folks. 
Please, get out there and support the 
community events like this one. It 
gives us excellent publicity and it’s 


“een 


usually quite a lot of fun. 


Editor’s Exciter 
by Jeremiah R. Blasi, K6BQ 


[ has been another busy summer. Now it’s over, and 
time to get back into the fall routine. As a school 
administrator, I am excited about seeing growth in the 
young people with whom I work each day! 


On the radio front, getting back into the “school” routine 
will allow me to get back to more operation. 40 meter CW 
in the evenings will be fun to work once again! And, of 
course, Pacificon is coming once again; I’m looking forward 
to it! 

Thanks to all who helped with this issue. I enjoy having 
the problem of squeezing everything in! 73 de K6BQ. 
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Mt. Diablo Amateur 


Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It 
is the policy of the editor to publish all material 
submitted by the membership provided such 
material is in good taste, relevant to amateur radio 
and of interest to MDARC members, and space 
is available. All material must be submitted to 
the editor by the last day of the month prior-to 
publication. Material is accepted on a first-in, 
first-out basis. Articles and other material may be 
submitted via Internet email to carrier@mdarc.org 
or delivered to the editor at the address listed in 
the club roster. Material will be accepted in plain 
ASCII or rich text format (RTF). Material may also 
be submitted as hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be 
reproduced for noncommercial use provided 
such use credits both the MDARC Carrier and the 
author of the article. Copyrighted material will 
not be accepted without accompanying written 
permission to republish. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely 
those of the editor or other contributors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of either the 
Board of Directors or membership of MDARC. 


Club Officers 


President 
Marty Heyman, WoMDH 


Vice President 
Sheldon Lawrence, KI6ATA 


Secretary 
Paul Dickey, N6JOX 
paulr33@earthlink.net 


Treasurer 
Don Anthony, N6SIA 


Emergency Coordinator 
Bob Green, K6GD 
bobgreen@sbcglobal.net 


Directors 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU 
wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 


Jason Legate, W6SN 
w6sn@slashze.ro 


Trevor Raty, KG6MDW 


Membership Chair 
Christina Johnson, KF6UXC 
mdarcmembership@mdarc.org 


Carrier Editor, PIO 
Jeremiah Blasi, K6BQ 
carrier@mdarc.org 


Webmaster 
Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 


W6CX Repeaters 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

224.780/- (077 PL) 

441.325/+ (100 PL) 

ATV: In 1289.25 Out 427.25, 1241.25 
APRS: 144.39 

TCP/IP: 145.71 


September Carrier 


MDARC Club Meeting Minutes 


September17, 2007 


Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


|B ae Marty Heyman, W6MDH, 


called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 


There were about 55 members and guests 
present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were approved as printed in the Carrier. 

Treasurer Don Anthony N6SIA, 
reported that the treasury totals were 
$46,544.92 in CDs and $1449.80 in 
checking. 

Jim Brunk N6BHX, announced 
that there would be RACES training 
tomorrow morning at the Salvation 
Army Center covering net management. 
Attendees are asked to bring their 
handhelds. 

The VEs results were 6 passed the Tech 
exam, 3 passed the General exam and 3 
passed the Extra exam. Future classes are 
on tap. 

Dick Brown KT6X, reported that 
Pacificon had filled the exhibit booths, 
and that preparations were going well. 
Pacificon tickets were available at the 
meeting. 

East Bay Section Manager Ti-Michelle 
Connelly NJ6T, recommended that hams 
check the EB website for information. 

Marty announced that nominations 
for club officers would be needed at the 
next meeting to provide time to vote on 


ARRL Elections 


his month, ARRL members will 

have the opportunity to vote on who 
will be the Vice Director for the Pacific 
Division for the next 3 year term. On this 
and the next page, you will find statements 
from the two candidates running for this 
position. 


am Rob Brownstein, K6RB. June 

marked my 49th year of active ham 
radio operations. During those years, I 
operated CW, phone, and digital modes. I 
ragchewed, chased DX and participated in 
various contests. I operated in Field Day 
and joined local amateur radio clubs in the 
various places that I’ve lived and operated. 
In other words, I have enjoyed a broad 
swath of all the things that ham radio 
operators do. 


them. Also, he noted that there was an 
immediate critical need for a Membership 
Chairman. 

Lauren Styles WA6CIE, announced 
that on Wed. nite 8/22 the TV Food 
channel would present chefs trying to 
work with Salvation Army canteens to 
feed a couple of thousand. 

Marty recessed the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

Marty reconvened the meeting at 
8:00 p.m. and presented a video by 
the Moraga/Orinda Fire Dept. on a 
recent multi-agency training exercise at 
Camp Parks, with segments on amateur 
communications assisting. 

Marty, Trevor Raty KG6MDW, 
and Jim Tittle K6SOE, discussed and 
answered questions on the 440 repeater 
situation. The primary user (military) has 
required that the output be attenuated to 
the extent that the present set up would 
be useless. The Tech Committee may 
attempt to crossband the output, and may 
move ILRP and Echolink to 2m. These 
proposed solutions are subject to change. 

The drawing was won by Don Rickard 


W8BQD. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey N6JOX, Secretary 


All of you know there’s a lot more 
to ham radio than simply emergency 
communications, and while EC is a 
wonderful service to our communities, it 
is just one aspect of our hobby. To be fully 
represented, you need someone who knows 
what you do, whether it’s HF or VHF 
operation, DXing, contesting, ragchewing, 
or experimenting. And I’ve done them all. 

Who is better suited to serve the 
diverse needs of today’s Pacific Division 
amateurs? Do you want someone who 
only does one thing and reads about the 
others? My opponent and I are both good 
people, and we want to do what’s best 
for this division. We just come at it from 
different places. He’s a specialist; and I 
am a well-rounded generalist. If you want 
broad rather than narrow, please give me 
your vote. 


September Carrier 


PACIFICON 07 


AMATEUH RADIO CONVENTION 
Pacificon 2007 


Dick Brown, KT6X 


Yo are probably one of the hams that really looks forward to PACIFICON 
every year and maybe you are one of the people that makes it happen. 
Assuming you are, I hope you will let that poor uniformed friend of yours know 
what it is an how much fun we have. 


The all-day Antenna Forum on Friday, October 19 is going to be the single 
best place one can go to get comprehensive information of amateur antennas. 
‘The weekend will bring some thought provoking information on all kinds of 
amateur radio subjects. I am always amazed at the quality of the presentations 
that the experts in our Division bring to the convention. 


With the Exhibit Hall sold out again, we will have every major manufacturer 
of Amateur Radio Equipment there along with some great purchasing discounts 
on equipment. I know some of you have been putting off that buying decision 
until PACIFICON. You will be glad you did. 

If you know of some friend who is thinking about becoming a ham, tell him 
about the class on Saturday, 10/20 where he or she can walk out with a license 
in his hand at 5:00 pm. Maybe you are ready for your license upgrade. The VE’s 
will be there Saturday and Sunday morning to give you the test. 

The kick-off breakfast on Saturday with Chris Imlay, W3KD will bring you 
totally up-to-date on what your friends in the Congress and FCC are doing in 
regards to Amateur Radio. Saturday night at the Banquet, Kay Craigie, First 
Vice President of ARRL will give us a great update on ARRL activities. The 
banquet meal will be Marriott Hotels best. 

Yes, the weekend of October 19, 20, and 21 is a must-attend at the Marriott 
Hotel in San Ramon. As usual, there will be a swap meet starting at 6:00 AM 
on Sunday for those looking for “good deals.” If you need more details on this 
fun weekend, or if you need to buy your tickets, go to PACIFICON. ORG and get 
the latest. 


Want to Help? 


Help check tickets at the door and get the following benefits: 
* free admission 

* see your fellow hams 

* have a choice shift of 90 minutes 

Contact Paul, N6JOX, at paulr33@earthlink.net to volunteer! 
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(Continued from page 2) 


andidate Statement: Andy Oppel, 
N6AJO, for Pacific Division Vice 
Director: 


It has been an honor and a privilege to 
serve as your Vice-Director since 2003, 
which included being a member of several 
ARRL committees: 


1) The National Emergency Response 
Preparedness Committee (NERPC), 
which delivered a comprehensive study 
with specific recommendations to improve 
our readiness to respond to widespread 
emergencies. 


Within the NERPC, I chaired the 
database group and personally wrote 
detailed specifications for an ARES 
registration database, which was 
subsequently built by ARRL staff and is 
now ready for use. 


2) Since 2006 I have chaired the 
Technology Task Force, which has 
reviewed technical development work 
done by volunteer working groups and 
presented recommendations to the Board 
of Directors. 


3) In 2003-04 I served on the 
ARESCOMM Committee, which 
presented recommendations for ARES 
digital communications to the Board of 
Directors at the 2005 Annual Meeting. 


Although I work all modes and an 
occasional contest, as you can see I have 
a passion for emergency communications 
not only because it serves our communities 
well, but also because it is the best way to 
justify amateur radio to those who would 
like to take our spectrum away from us. 


Professionally I am Principal Data 
Architect for Ceridian, have taught at 
U.C. Extension for 25 years, and am the 
author of two published books on database 
technology. I frequently offer the ARRL 
advice on information technology issues. 


Vice-Directors cannot vote or 
address the floor at board meetings, so 
our influence is through background 
discussions and active listening. I know 
the process well and can make your ideas 
and opinions heard. 


Andy Oppel 
andy.oppel@gmail.com 
http://www.andyoppel.com/N6AJO 
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ATV Adventure 


John Ronan, K3ZJJ 


(ee O'Hare, W6ORG, the Ham Television guru, took 
a few pix that I took off his TV screen while mobile 
on Friday, July 20th, on the way up to the Vineman Half 
Tronman triathlon in Windsor. 


Tom said: “I was surprised how well 
the Mt. Diablo ATV repeater does 
given the rolling hills in wine country. 
I did note that the color would go in 
and out as I moved the antenna slightly 
which I think can be explained by 
the A to D converter in the LCD TV 
being more sensitive to multipath. The 
signals themselves were quite strong 
and would have shown up better on 
an analog T'V with a CRT. But for 
simplicity, weight, portability, the little 7” Insignia TV does 
a nice job on road trips or monitoring during public service 
events. 


By the way, I did finish the triathlon—barely. It got up in 
the high 90’s that day! 


MDARC Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 


September Carrier 


Text inset: Tom O’Hare with 
his portable ATV receiver 


WSCXZR Reception of W6CX 


K3ZJJ’s test pattern received 
non-line-of-sight in Yountville 


K3ZJJ (the author) in his 
garage “shack” 


September6, 2007 
Fuddruckers, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


Pec Marty Heyman, W6MDH, 
called the meeting to order at 7:01 
PM. 


Other Board Members present: 
Secretary Paul Dickey, N6JOX; 
Treasurer Don Anthony, N6SIA; 
Directors Dave Gordon, N6SWE; 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU; and EC Bob 
Green, K6GD. 


The minutes of the last meeting were 
approved as published online and in the 


Carrier. 


Treasurer Don Anthony noted a 
checkbook balance of $1,449.80 and 
CDs totalling $46,544.92. He reported 
that the door prize tickets covered 
the cost of the prize, and that the 
refreshments income slightly exceeded 
their cost. 


Marty reported that: 

* the Membership Chairman is 
resigning. 

* a nominating committee is 
needed in advance of the Sept. 
meeting. There will be the 


following positions for election: 
two Directors, President, Vice- 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary. 
A personal letter to each member 
was suggested. 
Bob reported that: 
training will be held Sat.,Aug. 18 
in the Salvation Army building, 
and cover message handling and 
net control practices. 


Announcements: 


* The Tech Committee reported no 
change in the status of Vollmer; 

a possible Vaca site located for a 
voter; intermittent ATV problem. 
All of the above to be further 
checked. 

Pacificon tickets sold: 77 general 
admission, 25 antenna seminar, 31 


buffet. 


Marty adjourned the meeting at 7:57 
PM. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Dickey N6JOX, Secretary 


2M gain 6.6 dBd (8.5 dBi) 
440 gain 7 dBd (9.0 dBi) 
20+ dB front to back ratio 
24 inch boom length 


Super fast assembly, no 
instructions needed, screw color 
coded elements onto color coded 
boom 


2 bands-one connector, great for 
satellite contacts, no duplexer 
needed, no duplexer cost 


$89.95 


Call or fax (925) 933-3242 
Now available at all HRO stores 


September Carrier 


MDARC Election Notes 


ficer election is once again upon us. We will be voting on all offices of the club. This year, we are in definite need 
of someone to run for President, Vice President, and two Director positions. Other offices include Treasurer and 


Secretary. 
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Any member in good standing is eligible to run for office. New members are more than welcome to participate— 
coaching is available! If you would like to nominate/volunteer, please contact Marty Heyman, W6MDH. 


ANAHEIM, CA 
(Near Disneyland) 

933 N. Euclid St., 92801 
(714) 533-7373 

(800) 854-6046 
Janet, KL7MF, Mgr. 
anaheim@hamradio.com 


BURBANK, CA 
1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
(818) 842-1786 
(800) 854-6046 
Eric, KAGIHT, Mgr. 
Magnolia between 
S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 

1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd., 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


NEW CASTLE, DE 
(Near Philadelphia) 

1509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Rick, K3TL, Mgr. 

RT.13 1/4 mi., So. 1-295 
newcastle@hamradio.com 


PORTLAND, OR 
11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
97223 

(503) 598-0555 

(800) 854-6046 
Leon, W7AD, Mgr. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, CO 

8400 E. Iliff Ave. #9, 80231 
(303) 745-7373 

(800) 444-9476 


John, N5EHP, Mgr. 
denver@hamradio.com 


PHOENIX, AZ 

1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
(602) 242-3515 

(800) 444-9476 

Gary, N7GJ, Mgr. 

1 mi. east of I-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mgr. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of |-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 

14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
(703) 643-1063 

(800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. 

Exit 161, I-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio.com 


SALEM, NH 

(Near Boston) 

224 N. Broadway, 03079 
(603) 898-3750 

(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, N1UC, Mgr. 
sales@hamradio.com 
Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No. of Boston 
salem@hamradio.com 


12 STORE BUYING POWER! 


TS-2000 HevHer/uHF TCVR 


° 100W HF, 6M, 2M *50W 70CM 

© 10W 1.2 GHz w/optional UT-20 module 

¢ IF Stage DSP Built-in TNC, DX packet cluster 
¢ Backlit Front Key Panel 


Low Intro Price! 


TH-D7A(G) 21440 


* 2M/440 Dual Band 

* Built-in 1200/9600 Baud TNC 
* APRS Compatible 

* DX Packet Cluster Monitor 

* 200 Mems., CTCSS 

* VC-H1 Messaging Control 


Low Pricing! 


TM-D700A 2.1440 Dualband 


© 50w VHF 35w UHF « Opt. Voice Synthesizer 

¢ Receives 118-1300 mHz (cell blocked) 

¢ Remote Head Inst. only (kit included) 

* 200 Memories ¢ Built In 1200/9600 baud TNC 
* Advanced APRS Features 

¢ Dx Packet Cluster 

* Tone Scan * GPS/VC-H1/PC Ports 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most Items Over $100 


Rapid Deliveries From 
The Store Nearest To You! 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Howard, W6HOC, Mgr. 

So. from Hwy. 101 
sunnyvale@hamradio.com 


IC-706MkIIG HF/VHF Transceiver 


¢ All mode HF/6M/2M/70CM 

° 100W HF/6M, 50W/2M, 20W/440 MHz 

° AF-DSP « Plug and Play Filters - No Soldering 
¢ Easy-to-Navigate menues 


Low Pricing! 


IC-756 PRO HL ali mode Transceiver 


© 160-6M @ 100W « Enhanced Rx performance 
© 32 bit IF DSP * SSB/CW Synchronous tuning 

¢ Enhanced 5 inch color TFT w/spectrum scope 
© Selectable IF filter shapes for SSB & CW 

© Multiple DSP controlled AGC loops 

* Advanced CW functions 

¢ 101 alphanumeric memories 


The Ultimate Radio! 


VX-7R 

50/2M/220/440 HT 

¢ Wideband RX 

* 900 Memories 

© SW TX (300mw 220Mhz) 

¢ Li-lon Battery 

¢ Fully Submersible to 3 ft. 

© Built-in CTCSS/DCS 

¢ Internet WIRES compatible 


Great Price! 


Ultra compact HF, VHF, UHF 


(YSK-857 required) 
Call for Low Price! 


* 100w HF/6M, 50w 2M, 20w UHF 
¢ DSP included * 32 color display 
* 200 mems = Detachable front panel 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 

Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 

|-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakland@hamradio.com 


DJ-196T 2wit 


° 5 Watt out 

* 40 memories 

° Alphanumeric display 
* CTCSS + DCS built in 
°“S” meter 

Auto Dialer 


Low Pricing! 


DR-135TP 2m mobile 


«50 Watt out « Alpha numeric display 

*100 mems * Built-in TNC 1200 & 9600 Baud 
¢ Front Panel GPS in ¢ Rear DB-9 port 

* CTCSS/DCS Encode/Decode built in 


Low Pricing! 


FT-2000 HF +6Mtcvr 


° 100 W w/ auto tuner 

© built-in Power supply 

© DSP filters / Voice memory recorder 
¢ 3 Band Parametric Mic EQ 

© 3 IF roofing filters 


Call Now For Low Pricing! 


W6CXNets =  ~—~—_ Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets _ 


147.06 & 441.325 MHz (100 PL) Thursday, 7:00 pm 

Central County 145.680 Simplex 
Thursday 7:30 pm Jim Brunk, N6OBHX 
MDARC Club Net East County 146.535 Simplex 


Drew Hanson, KD6GLY 
South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 

Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 
West County 145.110/- 

Steve Adams, KF6WNH 


Thursday 8:00 pm 
General ATV Net 


September Events 


September 21 7:30 pm MDARC Monthly Meeting 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Lafayette 
September 28 October Carrier Deadline 
October 1 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 


Fuddrucker’s, 1940 N. Main St., Walnut Creek 


Nowe The Carrier 

MOUNT A RIABLO Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW. MDARC.ORG www.mdarc.org 


Next meeting: September 21—SS Red Oak Victory 


